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OCTOBER NEWSLETTER 2017 

 

   
Men, Women and youths leading in change 

he month of October, PHARP in partnership with other peace and church institutions have been 

busy together with beneficiaries in different locations of Pokot, Malindi, Taita-Taveta, Kajiado 

North and Nairobi counties mobilizing community members to participate and champion for 

peaceful presidential re-run process and preparations. 

Kenya is a trade centre, the first among equals and an elder brother to many of its neighbors. As 

the world is aware, Kenya has had to conduct two elections within two months. Regrettably, innocent 

children, men, women and youths also lost their lives and property. Men have been injured and maimed 

all in the midst of political competition. The economy has also been greatly affected since investors are 

afraid for the security of their businesses. 

 Although we have experienced violent conflict in some counties like Homa Bay, Migori, Siaya and 

Kisumu and in some slums in Kibera and Kawangware; some relative calm and peace is being 

experienced in most parts of the country. 

As we have been engaging with various stakeholders in communities to propagate for peace, we learnt 

that the stability and prosperity of a nation depends on all of us. We must therefore all of us play different 

roles to safeguard our peace especially when we have been entrusted with responsibility of leadership.  

Lastly, when we have been entrusted with an assignment and are focused in carrying out our duties, we 

shouldn’t expect to please everyone, but we should be ready to accommodate everyone and respect 

opinions. 
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n October 10
th

: PHARP staff visited a group of 10 women in Kiserian- Kajiado County. This 

group majorly has women who have dropped out of school due to early pregnancies and those 

who have been left by their husbands. Most of the young girls were abandoned by their family 

members and have been living on the streets for some time before they were rescued and taken 

to a rehabilitation rescue centre. 

  
Rescued and rehabilitated women being empowered. 

The group leader who is a beneficiary of PHARP trained in peace building, conflict transformation, 

trauma healing and forgiveness as well business and marketing skills is leading in change by teaching 

these young women on the importance of being economically self-reliant, have attitude change and self-

confidence. The women are engaged in small grocery businesses and through the small businesses are 

able to each week make a contribution to their savings kitty that will enable them to each receive small 

loans to advance themselves. The women are jointly working towards a group business project which 

entails making of mats and baskets for sale. They were happy to report that their group leader has really 

been trying and networking in search of possible market.   

Through interacting with the women; Jane narrated how life has been difficult for her and her 4 children. 

Two of the smaller children are suffering from malnutrition (a small girl who had accompanied the mum 

had a really big tummy; not because she was satisfied, but because of worms). Therefore the mum’s cry is 

that with the little that they can get from this project, it will enable her to even buy medicine to de-worm 

her children frequently. she also appreciated the skills she received on hygiene and healthcare and how 

all these are closely related to achieving the state of peace. 

n October 12
th

: This meeting brought together 16 pastors from 8 churches within Kaloleni 

location and around Voi town. PHARP was responding to a request given by the Voi Pastors 

fellowship through their Chairman to come and help address some underlying issues that were 

spurring up conflict within the pastors and their church members. 

 The underlying issues in the fellowship are that there is conflict amongst pastors and this has 

slowed down the progress and effectiveness of the fellowship. The churches are many, but they each have 

few numbers of members. Therefore, pastors lure each other’s congregants by use of money and promises 

of church position and this has sparked major disagreements.  

Other sources of conflict included: tribalism, high levels of poverty and famine. Pastors are only available 

on Sunday, because the rest of the week they are engaged in small businesses and casual jobs in order to 

make a living.  

O 
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Upon further discussion and exchange of ideas; the lack of proper discipleship within the churches has 

also greatly contributed to these divisions. The pastors did not realize that ministry is not a Sunday only 

affair, but they need to be deliberate about setting up time and being committed to follow-up with their 

members as well teaching them the word of God. 

Through the analysis conducted, all 16 pastors agreed that they need to attend a three day peace building 

and discipleship training in November where they will be taught and encouraged on the importance of 

being a disciple-making church. This would give an opportunity for pastors to learn and be able to tackle 

the issues that are ailing their congregations.  

  
Consultative forum with Kaloleni pastors- Voi town  

 

n October 13
th

: PHARP visited the beneficiaries of Kakoneni group in Malindi. The group 

leader is a class one drop out and has never got another opportunity to finish her studies due to 

poverty in her family.  Regardless of her not receiving an education, she is a natural 

educationist who encourages young mothers to advance themselves. She is a field officer who 

received training from PHARP with peacebuilding, conflict transformation, business and 

marketing skills. Her group has 14 members most being young mothers who have dropped out 

of school due to early pregnancies and stay home mothers who have no career. Despite the group leader 

not having an education, she however values education so much and she is trying her best to see that her 

three older children and idle youths are enrolled in school. 

The group leader empowers and equips women with tailoring skills, after a period of 6 months they are 

released to start own business, because she does not have the capacity to employ the trainees. 

O 
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Illustration of how the sewing skills are transferred 

The girls attested that their lives were full of hopelessness especially those who got pregnant while in 

school. Some had nowhere to go after being chased away from home; however, Esther would take them 

in and help them be reconciled to their families. Through the support of PHARP, the girls are able to draw 

meaning back to life and their self-esteem has improved. 

n October 15
th

: On this day, PHARP staff met with 45 (23 women and 22 youths) beneficiaries 

at the PHARP centre in Vithuguni- Malindi. The purpose of this visit was to do a follow-up 

with women and youths trained in September 2017 and after training they were committed to do 

joint activities that would enable them to be champions of peace within their communities, 

churches and schools. 

 It was very rewarding to see women and youths committed to farming activity which is greatly 

contributing towards co-existence amongst them. Through the farming activity, youths have learnt the 

proper way of handling conflict through dialogue instead of engaging in physical fights, women have 

learnt how to work together to uplift themselves through weekly merry-go-rounds. Other than farming, 

women and youths are engaged in poultry farming, youths are also using sports (football) to do peace and 

discipleship outreaches. This has created an atmosphere of peace and concern for one another. 

Betty, one of the youths trained by PHARP in tears narrated how for a long time she didn’t have friends 

because her family was very poor. In her belongings she only has two dresses and according to her, they 

were not good enough. Due to this low self-esteem, she was not comfortable to go out in public. But her 

pastor invited her to attend the training; at first she was adamant but the pastor insisted. And when she 

attended on day one, other trainees were interested in her; she also met other youths who were in similar 

situation as her. She has since learned that all one needs is change of attitude and a will power to learn 

and be focused. Betty is now the secretary of the youth committee that was formed to run the affairs of the 

youths trained by PHARP. 

In order to encourage the residents of Vithuguni community to work together and promote peace, PHARP 

donated a computer that shall be used for computer literacy classes’ in order to uplift the livelihoods of 

the community members. However, more support is needed for this initiative to be successful. So far it is 

one computer being used by 25 youths; this is not sufficient as the demand of students is great. 

O 
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Instrument of technology advancement and PHARP (squatting) engaging with community 

 This community in the Coastal region faces much drought; let us pray that the rains will be here soon so 

that the hard work of the women and youths is not in vain. 

n October 31
st
: PHARP visited 22 pastors in Kawangware slum who are in hiding due to the 

ongoing violence in the area. Due to this situation, it has been difficult for them to get out and 

fend for their families, the market has been burnt down and it is hard to get any food. PHARP 

was able to buy and take some food to these families that would sustain them for at least one 

week. We ask you dear friends to pray and support these families.  

   
In partnership with MPI, 22 families will have a livelihood for one week in these difficult times in Kenya 

 

hanksgiving and prayer requests 

1. PHARP is thankful for God’s protection and provision in the month of October. 

2. PHARP is thankful to one of its staff who graduated from Africa Nazarene 

University with an MSC in Governance, Peace and Security. 

3. We are grateful for all peace ambassadors championing for peace within Kenya.  

O 

T 



Contact us on: info@pharp.org visit us at: www.pharp.org. FB Page: Peacebuilding, Healing and Reconciliation Programe-

PHARP. Tel: +254-722851674/ +254-719275504. 

Page 6 

 

4. We are grateful for the presidential re-run that took place on 26
th
 October in Kenya. Let us 

continue to pray for positive peace among the people of Kenya. 

5. Pray for the candidates of primary and secondary schools who are scheduled to do their national 

exams. 

6. Pray for the planned activities of November: Women’s training in Ghazi- Voi and Clergy training 

in Kajiado County. 

7. Pray for on-going projects for provision of resources and materials. 

a. Farming and poultry project in Vithuguni-Malindi:  that it will continue to be a source of 

inspiration and unifying factor of the community members. One youth leader said that; ‘PHARP’s 

approach in community is unique because he has not seen groups where there is much emphasis 

on the bible (holistic growth) like he has seen happening at PHARP’.  

b. Computer literacy classes- PHARP Centre: One pastor was so excited to see the computer 

donated early this month. He said that; ‘ I have always had this dream of sitting behind a 

computer and typing my sermon. But because am in the rural area and it is hard for me to get to 

Malindi town, I didn’t know how this dream would come to pass. Women in my class who are 

participants keep telling me that their sons and daughters will benefit. But I request, that we get 

more people to donate any computers they don’t use, so that each one of us can learn practically 

as the teacher is teaching’. 

   
Pastor Zakayo and other students learning the basics of computer 


