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SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 2017 

  
Trained Field Officers, equipped and empowered youths and women 

We live in a world and in communities where we hear, witness or experience difficult challenges 

which include war, violence, and abuse of human rights, injustices, hate, and exploitation among 

many others. These challenges confront us daily in our homes, neighborhoods, churches, schools 

and country. In times of insecurity, communities that look different become convenient 

scapegoats. We must resist cynical efforts to divide communities and portray neighbors as ‘the 

other’ since discrimination diminishes us all; since this prevents people and societies from 

achieving their full potential.  

PHARP has in the month of September engaged in some activities that have helped to build 

bridges and transform fear into hope. 

 

4
th

 to 6
th

 September Field Officers training:  

On these days, PHARP trained 11 participants at PHARP office, 7 of them being new field 

officers who are being trained in return to go back to their communities and train others. They 

acquired skills and knowledge on peace building, conflict transformation, trauma healing, 

business and marketing. These skills would help each field officer know how to deal with 

conflict which may arise in a group setting or even at community level. In addition to these life 
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skills, they were also taught on business and marketing skills. This is to empower community 

members be economically less dependent by engaging in small income generating activities. 

  
Field officers in a training session as well as group discussion 

 

12
th

 to 15
th

 September Women and youth training:  

On September 14
th

 and 15
th

, PHARP met with 57 participants in two different forums in Malindi 

(Kilifi County). Among the participants were 12 Muslim brothers and sisters. The underlying 

purpose was to urge women and youth take up the role of being active champions of peace and 

disciple-making in their communities.  

During this two day training, we identified a disciple as someone who has accepted Jesus Christ 

as personal Savior, daily experiencing a relationship with Him, loves like Jesus and makes more 

disciples like Jesus did. “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” Matthew 28:19. We learnt that using 

various gifts to build up the Body of Christ is really an act of love and a form of disciple-making. 

The Muslims among the participants raised concern about Jesus and Mohammed, but in common 

we agreed to work together in respect, safety and dignity. 

However, what happens when a brother, sister, husband, wife or neighbor hurts us, or we have a 

sharp disagreement with someone? How do we maintain the lines of communication that can 

promote healing and reconciliation in our communitues? 

During group discussions, Matthew 18:15-20 guided the discussions. Participants were helped to 

understand how Jesus taught on resolving conflict as He taught His disciples, so that they may 

live in peace. Jesus encouraged His disciples for dialogue instead of running to court when 

facing disagreements. This is because through dialogue we learn to listen to each other, find root 

causes to the conflict, while concern is discovered then love practiced.  
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Christ reminds us that we should not engage in ministry alone; instead we are in community 

together, and because we are all sinners, it means we are going to bump against each other from 

time to time, we are going to disagree with one another, hurt each other occasionally. When that 

happens, Jesus gives us a means for getting reconnected, for making peace and becoming whole 

again. This is the process of reconciliation.  

Nonetheless, as we used the manual ‘Finding your place in the world’ written by Joe Williamson 

which helped participants to fully understand how to study God’s word in order to be effective 

disciple teachers. Women and youths were able to identify reasons why we have many dying 

churches. Some of the reasons are due to: tired church workers, lack of leaders, lack of growth 

by conversion, stagnant or struggling group meetings, struggling marriages, broken relationships, 

living in sin and lack of sound doctrine.  

Women were most concerned with how their husbands are so engaged in fending for the family. 

When it is time to read God’s word and pray, they are tired. This trend has contributed to weak 

family ties between parents and their children. So many children and youths don’t have a close 

relationship with their earthly father or heavenly Father.  

As women and youth, we concluded the training by noting that the chief agenda of a disciple-

maker is radical New Testament discipleship. It is not optional or done at one’s convenient time; 

at the heart of discipleship is spiritual transformation and value change. This inner life 

discipleship comes from the application of truth of God’s word. The acronym tSOAR (Time, 

truth, trust, surrender, obey, abide and reconciliation) found in the ‘Finding your place in the 

world’ manual was very important to the participants since it would remind them why they are 

called to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  

In closing, women, youths, believers need to be taught a number of things. They need to be 

taught at least five (5) basic things in order to grow spiritually and mature. 

 They need to be taught how to effectively read the bible for themselves. 

 They need to be taught how to effectively study the bible for themselves. 

 They need to be taught how to memorize scripture regularly. 

 They need to be taught how to effectively and fervently pray. 

 They need to be in fellowship with fellow believers (weekly small groups) 

 

 In partnership with MPI Missions, the youths and the women were each given a one week’s 

package of a meal to take back to their families. We all know that when the stomach is empty, 

there is no peace either. For this, PHARP is grateful to tSOAR Ministries for supporting the 

training and for MPI Mission for minding the needs of the poor. 



Fostering Godly peace in hurting communities.Contact us on: info@pharp.org visit us at: www.pharp.org. FB Page: 
Peacebuilding, Healing and Reconciliation Programe-PHARP. Tel: +254-722851674/ +254-719275504. 

 Page 4 
 

Not to belabor, the trained youths have taken up the challenge of working together and now they 

have started a farming initiative. This opportunity will create stronger relationships which 

promotes co-existence and economic empowerment. They now have been able to set up a 

seedbed which they hope to start planting in two weeks time. Each youth has a day when they go 

to water the vegetables. Their vision and zeal none can compare; they are also working on 

starting a poultry farm as a long term project. 

  
Women in training and delighted to have been blessed with physical food 

 

 
Youths in group discussion and excitement of receiving food package 
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A youth watering the seedbed 

 

 

International peace day: 21
st
 September  

PHARP joined the rest of the world on this day to celebrate the International day of peace. Peace 

day is an opportunity to remind ourselves of our common humanity. The forum brought together 

31 clergy and community leaders from the wider Kajiado North County.  

Currently in Kenya, we are experiencing unstable peace. Ethnic hate mongering is witnessed on 

social media. We are also aware of the level of mistrust between our political leaders and the 

utter lack of trust for institutions: Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission (IEBC), 

Supreme Court, Civil Society, Election observers etc.  

This is a day to awaken each one of us to be a champion of peace as well a champion of justice. 

The facilitator of the day urged each one to join hands ‘Together for peace’ in our families, 

churches, communities and nation. We begin by being bold and speaking out against any 

injustices on vulnerable members in our society. This can only begin at our level and space. Let 

us begin at family level, teach our children about love, respect, human worth, acceptance, trust, 

hard work, truth and other values that we hold dear 

In closing, one of the facilitators challenged each one: ‘If not me, who? And if not now, when? 

Shall we each join the team (PHARP) working together for peace: respect, safety and dignity? 

The day ended with each participant receiving a week’s meal package to go and celebrate with 

their families. To this, we are most grateful to MPI Missions that made it possible.  
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Participants in training and joint prayers for the nation of Kenya 

 

Thanksgiving and prayer requests 

1. PHARP team is grateful for the health granted by God to carry out the activities. 

2.  We thank God for tSOAR Ministries who is very passionate on discipleship, MPI 

Missions whose mission is to help the poorest of the poor and FTM who are fervent about 

capacity building of religious and community leaders in the area of peace building and 

literacy.  

3. We continue to pray for the nation of Kenya; for peace and stability during this time of 

repeat elections to take place on October 26
th

 2017 and after. 

4. Kindly pray for PHARP scheduled activities in October for God’s provision in terms of 

health and resources. 

 

 


