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JULY NEWSLETTER 2017 

 

  
Working towards positive change and sustainable peace in our communities 

Someone said, ‘It is easier to start with a new crew than to transform the one you have’. For many, 

change is hard. Change is a fact of life for everyone and yet many are uncertain about whether change is a 

good thing or a necessary evil. Often change is forced upon us by external forces. Change that leads to 

transformation is the kind that can effectively respond to the rapid changes in the 21
st
 Century. 

 Therefore, for us to have lasting transformation we must build it on a solid foundation which is 

characterized by compassion. We draw good examples of this through the ministry of Jesus Christ. ‘One 

day a multitude of people was following Jesus in order to hear more of his teachings or in current day to 

day affairs (His Manifesto). As a result the sick were healed and reconciliation took place. When His 

disciples realized that the crowd was hungry and there was no food around, they advised their master to 

send away the people. He immediately acted and people were fed instead of being sent away hungry’- 

Matthew 14:13-21.  Jesus as a leader and teacher was deeply concerned for both physical and spiritual 

needs of His people.  

In this day and age when we are surrounded with critical and moral crisis in our families, communities 

and Nation, what kind of transformation do we seek to achieve? Do we seek quick and rushed solutions of 

turning away problems like the disciples of Jesus did, or do we seek to act with compassion in order to 

touch many lives? The master (Jesus Christ) was helping his disciples and us to address issues with 

durable solutions. 
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During the month of July, PHARP was most delighted to work and celebrate with beneficiaries who had 

taken a bold step to effect some change in their lives. This included the following: 

July 8
th

:  PHARP witnessed the graduation of 10 youths who graduated with their first certificate in 

computer skills.  These are youth’s comprising of young mums and young alcoholic young men who had 

dropped out of school due to various challenges and were unable to attain any school certificate. Most of 

the youths in Kirigu community do not finish high school; instead they opt to work in the University of 

Life which is the slaughtering house. They are paid a small amount which they then use to buy cheap 

alcohol ending and they end up in criminal activities. In order to help the youth for change, vocational 

skills and knowledge are of great help to this community.  

With the support of tSOAR Ministries, few youths were taken through Discipleship classes, followed by 

enrolling for computer classes which were being offered at the Calvary Church in Kirigu- Dagoretti 

Constituency. For these classes to have been started, the pastors in this area trained by PHARP came 

together and proposed to PHARP an idea of helping drop-out youths so that they may stop being idle, 

engaging in drugs and young girls engaging in prostitution. Through this initiative, the first class of 10 

graduated on 8
th
 July 2017. 

  
Awards of the certificates 

July 20
th

: A group of women and men at Ewuaso- Kajiado County are actively involved in their 

communities preaching peace especially during this of campaigns. PHARP with the support of Feed the 

Minds- UK has closely worked and trained the women and men on peace building and literacy between 

2015 and 2016.  

The group members shared their joy with us when they narrated  how they are keenly involved in 

mobilizing community members especially women to participate in voter registration, party primary 

nomination elections,  sensitizing people for a peaceful campaigning period and maintain peace after the 

elections. Most of the women are not educated neither have they ever stepped in a classroom, but they are 

very much aware of the role they place in community to enhance peace. 
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 According to the report given by the group leader, about 368 women have already registered for the 

general elections coming up in August 8, 2017 as a result of the 17 peace building and Literacy 

beneficiaries who sensitized them. Although they are trying to work hard in order to enhance peace they 

are challenged by the severe drought and long distances to walk which has mostly affected the area.  

The men were not left behind. One Maasai man narrated how he is happy that in their community they 

have people from other parts of Kenya. For example, there is a man from Kisumu who is really helping 

the community by giving his skills of repairing bicycles and motor bikes (these are the main vessels of 

transport) since this area has no good roads. They also have businessmen from central Kenya who bring 

vegetables, fruits and hardware spare parts. Therefore, they have realized that all tribes are diverse and 

they have good skills to offer. Without our brothers and sisters, we would be suffering so much. When our 

cows travel far to look for pasture and water, we know that our wives and children are in safe hands, 

because these brothers care for them. Therefore, let us all work towards co-existence and sustainable 

peace. After elections, Kenya is still our nation. 

Although they are suffering from severe drought, the women have come together and formed what they 

call ‘food security committee’. These women (17 in number) every week they work hard so that each of 

them can give contribution of KES 200/ ($2) and at the end of the month, they buy food in bulk and share 

equally amongst themselves. This initiative has brought them together and this has cemented relationships 

within them; some of which were broken, but now fully reconciled. 

Through the support of MPI Mission, these women and men received some food which was given by love 

to help the poorest of the poor. 

 

   
Mama Hannah urging group members to work towards sustainable peace. 

as well receiving some food  
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July 27
th

: PHARP is delighted to have ended the month with a Board meeting. The Board members gave 

of their time to come together and support PHARP to deliberate on the day to day affairs of the 

organization. PHARP is grateful for the support it receives from each of the Board Members.  

 

 

 

 

 

THANKS GIVING AND PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

1. PHARP is grateful for the support from partners who have continually supported the ministry as 

we seek to foster Godly peace in hurting communities. 

2. Pray for the Nation of Kenya as we have less than 10 days to go to the polls on August 8
th
 2017. 

Pray for peace before, during and after the elections. 

3. Pray that the month of August, we shall experience peace and more love amongst the people of 

Kenya. 


