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APRIL NEWSLETTER 2017 

 
Discipleship is a lifestyle filled with relationships: a life of pouring yourself out for 

others- 1st advanced discispleship class of Voi 2017 

 

This year of 2017 is special to us in Kenya because it is the election year. After every 5 

years, the nation holds general elections.  For this reason all aspirants are busy 

campaigning to secure the seats.  Following the post election violence in 2007/2008, an 

atmosphere of fear and tension is looming.  

However, PHARP is determined to fervently reach out to people at grassroots level using 

nonviolent approaches through peace building and Discipleship training. This month, we 

were able to train and reach out to religious and community leaders in Voi- Taita Taveta  

and Baringo Counties. 
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April 4th to 7th: 1st advanced training on peacebuilding and Discipleship  

People in Voi town are known to be peaceful.  However due to severe drought in the area it 

has greatly contributed towards negative peace in the community.  Characteristics of 

positive and negative peace were defined so as to help each participant understand how 

they can be more effective as they address issues of peace and discipleship. 

 Among the 15 participants present they engage in different professions in their day to 

day lives which include: pastoring, teaching, Radio presenter, business women and men. 

Together the participants were able to identify and analyze the state of their 

communities and how to improve their situation.   

In the area of discipleship, the participants all agreed that the models they were using for 

small group fellowships were very similar to a normal Sunday program. Therefore we drew 

from the bible various examples of Jesus spending time with His disciples teaching them. 

We used the “Finding your place in the world” book written by Joe Williamson where each 

day has its scripture and how we can apply it in every situation. It helps on how a Christian 

could respond to daily challenges either at home, work, church and even during challenging 

tikes of sickness and so on. 

The participants were given an assignment to be done before the second training to be 

held in July.   

  

Participants in discipleship training 
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‘The one who is gracious to the poor lends to the Lord, and the Lord will repay him 

for his good deed’- Proverbs 19:17 

 

April 20-21st, 2017: Peacebuilding and Literacy  

The role of illiteracy in conflict-affected communities has received increased attention 

during the past decade from both educational and conflict researchers because of its 

perceived significance to peace building processes that are considered to be critical to the 

achievement of the Millennium Development goals and subsequently the sustainable 

development goals. It is stated that illiteracy is one of the key determinants of peace 

building initiatives.  

In line to the above, a forum of 87 women in Marigat supported by Feed the Minds/UK 

focusing on peace building and conflict transformation was held in order for these women 

to understand their role and responsibility in enhancing peace in their communities. As I 

write this they are living as Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in deplorable conditions at 

Kambi ya Samaki and Marigat areas. They were forced to flee their homes due to violent 

conflict that erupted two months ago.  Two aspirants in the upcoming general election 

from Pokot community were killed and thus the revenge started. Houses were burnt; 

churches and schools closed and the compounds became homes for the displaced persons 

(especially women and children). Nonetheless, the government has taken measures to 
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restore some relative calm. So the operation is taking place for people to resume their 

daily activities. This may take time because many people in the area are armed.  

These women are hurting and bitter, but during the forum, they were given opportunity to 

talk about their horrific experiences which was helpful to let out bottled anger. 

One woman tearfully narrated how she is tired with life. For six years they haven’t 

experienced any peace. In this current conflict, when they were hiding in the bush, she 

went to a nearby latrine to help herself and there she found some four youths with guns 

and spears planning on how to attack. She was so terrified when they asked her where her 

husband was. After a long interrogation they let her go, but she quickly called her husband 

to warn him. She also added that being at the Mukutani IDP camp is not easy. They are 

experiencing some sense of peace because the police are on patrol, but the living 

conditions are deplorable. Relative calm has come but they are afraid of going back to 

their homesteads. They are being sustained by prayers and food donations from well-

wishers. Parents with youths are not at peace because they don’t know where they are or 

if they are alive or not. She continued to narrate that a 10 year old boy was sent by the 

mother to go and see how their homestead is, if it was burnt down or not. Upon arrival, the 

young boy met with a group of Pokot youths who shot him at first glance. This is very 

traumatic to all of us who knew the boy. But thank you PHARP for the message of peace 

you have brought us and the words of encouragement. 

Dear reader, you may not be able to contribute with material things, but please pray for 

these women and many others at the IDP camp and those still hiding for peace to prevail. 

Everybody needs to be home especially the women and children. 

In response to this situation,  these women who also act the family head, got relief food 

supported by MPI, while clothes were donated by well wishers from Matasia were 

distributed.Kindly let us continue to pray and support these women and many more who are 

suffering. 
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Top left: woman giving her testimony, women following the teachings and women holding 

hands praying for peace. 

Bottom left: distribution of food after forum and women excitedly selecting through 

donated clothes. 

 

Thanksgiving and prayer requests 

- We thank God for protection upon  PHARP team who traveled to Voi, Marigat and 

Kambi ya Samaki for training ( Taita Taveta and Baringo Counties) 

- We thank God for the participants who were eager to learn and participate in peace 

and discipleship ministry. We pray for them to overcome challenges which seem to 

be many and hard during this campaigning period in Kenya. 

- Pray for aspirants not to incite their opponents to violence but be at the fore-front 

to maintain peace. 

-  Pray for PHARP friends and supporters for blessings so that they continue to 

support the ministry. 

- Pray for May activities which will include women’s forum in Ghazi- Taita Taveta and 

a peace walk in Marigat- Baringo County.  


