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International Peace Support Training course participants 2017 

Many years ago king Pharaoh noted that the Israelites were fruitful and multiplied 

greatly, as result he feared them. He then ordered that all first born sons must be 

thrown into the River Nile.  

At this season in time, a woman by the name Zipporah gave birth to Moses and saw 

that he was a fine child so she hid him for three months in the house. But when she 

could hide him no more, she got a papyrus basket for him and placed him in it, then 

placed it among the reeds along the bank of the River Nile. Zipporah then ordered 
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the sister to stand at a distance to see what would happen to him. Fast forward: 

Moses was saved and became a hero of the world. Through this story we learn that 

in all situations either good or bad women are very critical in finding solutions.  To 

this reason, the month of March presented an International opportunity for the 

world to celebrate women of bold change. 

International Women’s Day (IWD) means different things to different people. For 

some it’s a celebration, for others it’s a call-to-action to accelerate gender equality 

and for many it’s an opportunity to align and promote relevant activity. 

IWD is the perfect moment for promoting gender-focused actions. And PHARP’s 

focus was on how women can be bold peace ambassadors in their families, 

communities, work, church etc. 

The month of March focused on empowering and equipping women who are 

advocating and greatly involved in bringing positive change to their communities.  

March 8th:  PHARP celebrated the day with women in Dagoretti consistuency at 

Calvary Church. The meeting targeted 30 women but a turnout of 54 was present. 

Some of the key lessons derived from this forum were: as women of bold courage, 

we should be quick to act, rather be quick to do acts that will redeem our families.  

Let us always be bold to confront evil and speak about it with wisdom from God. 

Women of courage, fight their battles through prayer. Lastly, be in tune with God’s 

word as this will help to give godly and wise counsel which shall save a family, 

community and even a nation. Not forgetting that bold women of change initiate 

reconciliation. This would be in our families, communities, market place, church etc. 

Let us not be women who make a situation worse by our words and action. 
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Bold women of change from Kirigu, Dagoretti 

  

March 17 PHARP was privileged to host 14 women (some widows and others single 

mothers) at its office in Matasia. In line to the theme of the International women’s 

month, PHARP encouraged these women to wake up and work together for the 

benefit of their families and communities. The women were encouraged to be bold 

peace makers in their homes and communities regardless of their status.  

 
A part of the women giving thanks 
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March 18, PHARP team in partnership with ‘Matasia safi’ (Greatness united- 

program under the ministry of education in Kajiado), Matasia Health care, 

Enoomatasia primary and secondary schools, Enoomatasia  Presbyterian Church 

came together to mobilize the Matasia Community on the importance of promoting  

cleanness in our environment and a peaceful co-existence.  

Matasia is a small town located in Kajiado North County which is home to several 

tribes, making it cosmopolitan and it is characterized with low hygiene and 

cleanliness.  More than 400 people (including women, men, youth and children) 

congregated at the PCEA church before the intended peace walk. Children 

presented songs and poems on the theme of environment and peace. 

 Among other community stakeholders present, PHARP was given an opportunity to 

highlight on the importance of keeping peace and promoting co-existence. Peace is 

everybody’s responsibility and at this critical time of the campaigns and general 

elections we have to promote positive peace messages. This community clean up 

exercise was a success because in attendance was the aspiring Member of 

Parliament (MP) and Member of Community Assembly (MCA) as well the area 

chiefs. 

    
Both community members and the leaders agreed to work together to promote peace in 

Kajiado County. 

March 22nd:  one of PHARP’s contact persons in Baringo County visited  some 

PHARP beneficiaries who were displaced by the current conflict in the county at 

the IDP camp in Kampi ya Samaki. The Tugen and Ilicums community were chased 

by the Pokot and now are hosted by friends, relatives while others are living at 
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churches and school grounds looking forward for relative calm to return in the 

area. It is also a challenging situation due to the drought which had seriously hit 

the area. In the community of Loruk, PHARP is carrying out a peace building, 

conflict transformation, trauma healing and discipleship training project with 

community and religious leaders. The government is currently carrying out an 

operation of disarming bandits to avoid revenge as an amicable solution is being 

sought. 

 March 20th to 31st: Through the invitation of International Peace Support 

Training Centre (ISPTC), one of PHARP staff was supported to attend a two week 

course on Conflict Analysis and Prevention. The purpose of the course was to 

enhance participants understanding of conflict and its context and equips them 

with knowledge, tools and skills to identify analyze and interpret conflict dynamics 

that will inform and influence decision making processes in their respective 

organizations. The participants were drawn from 11 countries (Burundi, Comoros, 

Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Mali, Rwanda, South Sudan, 

Sudan and Uganda). 

The course content included just to mention but a few: introduction to 

contemporary peace support operation, overview of conflict, introduction to gender 

and conflict, theoretical perspectives, conflict systems, conflict cycles and stages, 

overview of conflict prevention plan, roles of various stakeholders in conflict 

prevention management and conflict prevention plan. 
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Madam Pelagie in group discussion as well receiving her certificate 

March 24th: A discipleship follow-up took place in Ghazi-Voi by one of the trained 

pastors. He was able to meet up with 16 trained religious leaders who underwent 

discipleship and were able to form discipleship groups in their respective churches. 

An average of 7 members attends a discipleship group meeting once a week. This 

was very encouraging of PHARP since much work is being done at the grassroots. 

 

Thanksgiving and prayer requests 

1. Thank God for the month of March and the opportunities availed to disseminate the 

message of peace. 

2. Thank God for new relationships and partnerships created within the month. 

3. Pray peace to prevail within Baringo County as well for those suffering from 

drought. 

4. Pray for the trainings scheduled for April: Voi and Pokot Counties. 

5. Pray for all organizations and religious institutions involved in promoting and 

creating awareness on matters related to peace within our nation and the world at 

large. 


