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OCTOBER NEWSLETTER 2016 

  
Left: trained women at Christ Harvest Church- Kawangware slum. Right: Trained women at 

Freepost-Mashimoni, Kibera slum. 

In the month of October PHARP worked with 73 women and 19 youths in Kawangware and 

Kibera slums focusing on their role in peace building. Based on biblical heroes like Abigail who 

saved her community when her husband Nabal did wrong against King David, Esther who 

through her teachable spirit saved her nation from the annihilation based on tribal difference 

caused by Haman’s jealousy against Israel, while Hannah suffering over her infertility, treated 

cruelly by Peninnah, and misunderstood by Eli, Hannah demonstrated wise restraint and a calm, 

gentle spirit. So committed to the Lord and his glory, Hannah, when finally given Samuel well 

known in Israel, rejoiced in the Lord even as she gave him to God and this saved her family. By 

the end of the trainings, each woman participant saw the need of being a hero in her family, 

community and nation as a whole.  

Visits were done at Kona Baridi in Kajiado County whereby Maasai women continue with peace 

building and literacy, focusing on girl education and Female Genital Mitigation (FGM). Through 

a pastor’s discipleship program in Kirigu, Dagoretti, computer training school was set-up to 

attract youths who finish with their secondary education and awaiting their results. A Chicken 

rearing project initiated during peace building and literacy trainings at Kirigu was also visited.  
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 October 20
th

- Kawangware training: This day was a national public holiday in Kenya. The 

nation was celebrating the heroes who played part in seeing the nation gain independence. 

However, 40 women in Kawangware slum gave of their time to be trained on their role in peace 

building. The women were able to understand that they are heroes in their family, community 

and nation. Looking at the three women in the bible, Esther, Abigail and Hannah and the role 

they had in bringing peace, these women of Kawangware saw themselves in a different 

perspective. The women encounter conflicts revolving domestic violence, unfaithfulness, 

drunken husbands and sons, drug abuse by their sons, tribalism amongst communities. 

Rhoda a mother of one confessed that, she has learnt a great lesson from Hannah. She is the first 

wife to the husband, but she has been unable to bear more children, while the second wife has 

three sons. She is ever in conflict with her co-wife. But through the commitment and fear of the 

Lord displayed by Hannah in dealing with her problems, she opted to cry out to God persistently 

instead of always quarrelling with her co-wife.  

    Women in Kawangware 

slum therefore enjoyed a special role in biblical peacemaking due to their strong relational and 

verbal skills. Their vast network of intimate relationships provides them with God-ordained 

opportunities for kingdom ministry.  

 

October 22
nd

- Mashimoni, Kibera: 33 women participants were taken through training on the 

‘role of women in peace building’. One of the outstanding issues that are affecting these women 

is the will to totally forgive their offenders, especially at family level which then spills into the 

church and community.  

Ochieng is a mother of five. On a daily basis she sells vegetables. She wakes up early to go into 

the city centre to buy sacks of vegetables in bulk. But her husband is a casual laborer at 

construction sites. However, his wage never reaches the house because he is a drunk. This 

greatly annoys Ochieng and the children, especially when they have to go and collect him from 

trenches where he has fallen. Through teachings on perseverance and earnestly praying for her 

family, she has committed herself to be a peacemaker in her home and being a good example to 
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the husband. She will learn to keep the family problems at home and solve them wisely instead of 

sharing outside the home. 

 

    Madam Susan during 

training encouraged the women to know that they have a critical role to play in peace building 

matters. These women were helped to analyze the root causes of conflict at family, church and 

community level. 

 

 Women in Kibera slums face various 

challenges: drugs, corruption, domestic violence, rape/ incest, lack of co-existence with other 

ethnic tribes, lack of basic needs, human trafficking, STD’s (Sexually transmitted diseases), 

Illiteracy, prostitution and theft among many. But through training, they committed themselves 

to be a tool of channeling peace.  
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   On 26
th

 October, 

PHARP staff visited one of the women’s groups under the ‘peace building and literacy project’ 

at Kona- Baridi, Kajiado County. The group is comprised of Maasai women who came together 

and were trained on the importance of literacy and peace building for a period of one year. The 

group is still going on strong teaching peace as well actively involved in FGM and girl education 

community awareness. The group leader, was delighted for the visit, because she noted that 

women are more aware on how to solve family issues as well as conflicts occurring at the work 

places (most women sell at the market stalls). 

 

On 31
st
 October: PHARP visited a youth program that was born out of a pastor’s discipleship 

training in Kirigu, Dagoretti. The trained pastors saw the need of empowering youths in this 

community that had finished with the secondary education. And because of the history of this 

place for drunkenness, youths joining the slaughter house and drinking away the money, one 

pastor offered one room in his church compound to be used as a training centre, whereby youths 

are given one hour of peace building and discipleship skills after which they are engaged on 

computer skills. So far, this program has graduated 33 youths. The teachings are held in the 

morning and evening in order to accommodate as many. 

 

  
Youths in a learning session on peace and discipleship 
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Thanks giving and Prayer requests: 

 

1. PHARP is thankful for the 92 peace ambassadors trained in the month of October. 

2. PHARP is grateful for a rebranded website which gives more information about our 

programs in communities: www.pharp.org  

3. Pray for the November activities:  

-Discipleship training in Taita-Taveta County 

- Pray for the primary and secondary candidates doing national exams. 

- Pray for peace ambassadors working in Pokot County under the peace building and 

literacy project. 

4. Pray for women to understand their role and responsibility in peace making as we look 

forward to the 2017 campaigns and elections.  

http://www.pharp.org/

