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SEPTEMBER 2016 NEWSLETTER 

 

 
Empowered and equipped community leaders who have embraced working together to address 

the root causes and effects of violent conflict within Loruk, Pokot community . 

 

Conflict between people is a fact of life and it’s not necessarily a bad thing. Infact, a relationship 

with frequent conflict may be healthier than one with no observable conflict. Conflicts occur at 

all levels of interaction; at work, among friends within families and between communities. 

Therefore conflict not handled starting from the root cause can cause resentment, hostility and 

perhaps the ending of the relationship. 

September 12
th

 to 14
th

:  PHARP through the “Peace building and Literacy’ project successfully 

held a two day training in Pokot. PHARP was able to mobilize 40 religious and community 
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leaders for a capacity building training focusing on Peace and conflict transformation. The 

journey from Nairobi to Pokot is about 600kms (a journey of 8 hours). Half of this journey is on 

rough road.  

Loruk where the training took place is a small centre that serves four main communities: Tugens, 

Pokots, Njemps and Ilchamus. It is in this region where the Tugens and Njemps are in conflict 

over the sharing of a lake and the Pokots and the other three communities’ conflict over cattle 

and grazing pasture. The climatic condition in Loruk is semi-arid (hot and dry). This community 

solely depends on livestock; no farming can take place because the terrain is of rough big rocks 

and stones. The place is steep and the means of transport is occasional Lorries that transport 

cattle on market days. 

 The training focused on conflict 

situational analysis trying to generate raw information from the local leaders. During the training 

PHARP also handled mechanisms for reconciliation and practical ways the leaders could heal the 

dreaded East Pokot in Baringo County from years of violent conflicts.  

A lady participant (Nyumba kumi Official) stressed and said that people should be taught on the 

importance of literacy. Because lack of education is killing her community; development is by-

passing them and the women are just languishing is abject poverty. 

We urge all our readers, partners and friends to support us to help this community achieve 

dignity and equality as these leaders seek to build sustainable peace which will lead to 

development. Help PHARP fight against the ignorance brought about by illiteracy. 

September 19
th

 to 22
nd

: PHARP held a discipleship follow-up in Malindi which focused on 

visiting discipleship groups started by 29 pastors trained in March 2016. Between then and now, 

15 discipleship groups were formed by 140 regular members. During the training, we took time 
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to join the world celebrate the International Peace day as we focused on sustainable development 

goals that are a building block towards sustainable peace. 

Participants in a group discussion 

 One of the pastors keenly involved in discipleship program as well community initiatives had 

this to say: 

Through training, I realized that I can preach God’s word as well use my hands to fend for 

myself. So in my garden which I had neglected as I was doing God’s work, I planted different 

fruit trees (mangoes, coconut, papaya, lemon and oranges). These fruits are sold in the market 

by my two sons and wife, and we are able to support ourselves as well the church. I was about to 

leave the church because of many challenges which I wanted to solve in my way.  When I shared 

with some of the discipleship participants six months ago, today I testify that the introduction of 

discipleship program in my church has renewed my desire of my calling as a pastor. I have 8 

groups each of 6 regular members. The word of God answers all situations. Thank you to tSOAR 

ministries for supporting this training. 

  
Deserted farm is now producing fruits. Pastor Mwachofi with his children. 
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Thanks giving and prayer requests 

1. PHARP is grateful for continued support from friends and partners to see that peace and 

healing are disseminated in various hurting communities. 

2. In order for trainings to take place, PHARP majorly relies on support from friends, 

donors, churches and individuals. Sometimes, the financial situations are difficult; pray 

that God opens doors for more support to come through for our partners and donors who 

support the vision of PHARP; ‘Transformed individuals and communities living in 

holistic harmony with one another, God and the physical environment’ may be realized 

and supported. 

3. Pray for the October activities: 

- Women’s training on discipleship and sustainable developments initiatives to be 

successful in Kilifi County. 

- Women’s training on issues of peace building and conflict transformation affecting 

the church and family- Kawangware, Nairobi 

4. Pray for the Nation of Kenya, as well the neighboring countries that we may all achieve 

and sustain peaceful co-existence. 

 

 
Support PHARP this month, as we empower and equip the woman: ‘Every woman in this 

world wears a little sparkle, some in their dress, and some in their eyes’- Shahla Khan. 

  


