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Beneficiaries of Kona Baridi (left), PHARP staff and Field officers with Jan (From UK) 

 

“Hatred paralyzes life; love releases it. Hatred confuses life; love harmonizes it. Hatred 

darkens life; love illuminates it”- Martin Luther King Jr. 

 

 

PHARP staff, Field Officers and peace ambassadors were involved in disseminating peace 

messages during the crucial time when violent demonstrations were taking place so that the 

IEBC governing body may be disbanded. 

 

In this month’s newsletter, we are highlighting the various activities that took place and the 

impact that they had on community members. 

 

On 7
th

 June: Peace building and health awareness in Kona Baridi- Kajiado County 

 

This activity took place to create awareness on peace building and health welfare. PHARP in 

partnership with Vision of Hope for Africa began the meeting with introductions of visitors and 

community members present. Among the visitors were staff members of PHARP, VOHFA 

representative, Caring Cross nurse, field officers from Kibera, Kayole, Kitengela, two PHARP 

Interns, area Chief and Dominion Church pastor.  

 

 The hosting community from Kona Baridi welcomed guests with a beautiful Maasai song sung 

for special visitors. This was followed by a peace poem on fighting tribalism presented by some 

group members of the Mashimoni group-Kibera slum who had come to support this activity. The 
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women encouraged the Maasai women that they can also work with their hands to earn a living, 

not to always wait on the husbands to provide for them.  

 

Peris (Not her real name) gave her testimony of how PHARP has encouraged them and taught 

them on being innovative as women so as to earn their living. 

 As a result she is respected by her husband and this has led to peace at home and love has 

abounded as she no longer bothers her husband concerning food and basic needs, since she is 

also making a significant contribution. 

  

Another woman in the same group explained how women in her community experienced 

domestic violence as they never were able to contribute anything at home. This made their 

husbands see them as burdensome. However this changed when the field officer from Kibera 

taught them of ways to earn a living. This has changed their stories from being battered to being 

productive wives who have earned respect from their husbands. Before this community received 

teachings on conflict transformation, trauma healing and reconciliation, these men (husbands) 

only used to waste their earnings in drinking but things are changing in homes in Kibera after 

the peace initiative in Kibera.  

 

 Mashimoni group members 

displaying their source of lively. 

 

On the other hand women from Kona Baridi were not left behind, even though their experiences 

are different from those of women in Kibera, they have also through their field officer been 

taught on the importance of maintaining and observing peace in the home. These women with 

the help of their field officer have taken initiative of using their culture and talents to make 

beautiful Maasai beads which is a source of income for them. It’s amazing how when a woman 

can rely on her skills and she is empowered the whole village is empowered and so the nation. 

 

 The joy in these women’s faces was so evident, they were smartly dressed in Maasai shuka’s 

(wrappers) and they were proud that they bought their own “shukas” (wrapper) from their 

earnings.  Women from Kona Baridi testified of how PHARP has helped them understand that 

whether Maasai or Kikuyu or whichever tribe in Kenya we are all one people one nation and all 

of us are God’s creation.  
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After this informative session of presentations, the women present went for medical check-up. 

We had a qualified doctor, social worker and two medical students assisting to look at the 

patients. They complained that in their hospitals they could only be given pain killers as they 

never got proper medication, due to shortage of drug supplies in the hospitals. The smiles on 

their faces told it all. They were so grateful that finally they got some medication for their 

ailment.   

 

However more awareness is needed, since some women are suffering silently with ailments 

without any medication. Much appreciation goes to PHARP and VOHFA for realizing the needs 

in the community and trying to meet that need.   

 

 Maasai women receiving treatment 

 

On 22
nd

 June: Umoja Agricultural Project- Kerugoya representative visit 

 

PHARP was honored to be visited by Mr. Philips Kabiru who is the founder and director of 

Umoja Agricultural Project and also accompanied by Mary (intern at Umoja Agricultural 

Project). His first encounter with the teachings of peace and reconciliation trainings was in 2008 

after the Kenya post election violence. By then, he was a young man in his youth. He met with  

Dr. Seymour (from USA) and Rev. Felicien (Director of PHARP) who were co-facilitating a 

‘Peace and Reconciliation’ Seminar in Nairobi.  

 

When Philip visited the PHARP office, he was very thankful to the Director, because the 

teachings came to him at a time he had so much bitterness and hatred for other communities. But 

through the training his attitude changed, negative stereotypes changed and now he has embraced 

other communities as brothers and sisters. It is to this effect, that he would want his community 

members taught on peace building, conflict transformation and Reconciliation which will seek to 

achieve and promote peaceful co-existence in this community. The community and religious 

leaders will know what their role and influence is in promoting this peaceful co-existence as we 

approach the 2017 elections. PHARP is grateful for these opportunities opening up for the 

message of peace to be disseminated. 
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Mr. Philip, Rev. Felicien and Mary (intern with Umoja Agricultural Project) 

 

22
nd

 June: Visit to the Kiserian Group 

 

One of the interns (Tecla) a student at Africa International University was on this day able to 

visit the Kiserian group. The field officer and the members received her well. The group meeting 

started with a word of prayer from the field officer. The group members were then introduced to 

Tecla. This was followed by looking at what conflicts the members of the group encountered and 

how many of those were solved. The group members looked at conflicts that affect the home, 

conflicts in the county and conflicts in church as well. They managed to discuss how to deal with 

all the above. During this meeting, it was noted that conflicts are beneficial especially in a group 

setting, since this leads to community awareness that there are problems that need to be dealt 

with, if not resolved they may lead to breaking of trust between group members, but handled 

well starting with the root causes, the end result is improved relationships and trust restored. 

 

 Members of the group learnt that they can’t avoid conflicts and can’t resolve conflict unless both 

parties are willing to deal with the issue. Most importantly they also learnt that love is one of the 

major ingredients in dealing with conflict; readiness to forgive the offender would help ease the 

hurt and come up with ways of dealing with the issue. Members agreed to love those who are not 

of their ethnic group and to always love and forgive their offenders.   

 

24
th

 June: Kayole Soweto group visit.  

 

On this day, Rose PHARP intern (a student from Egerton University) visited the Kayole group. 

She was well received by the field officer and the group members who had all come to the 

meeting. The meeting begun by a word of encouragement from the field officer. The challenges 

encountered in this community were mostly discussed as the field officer taught on conflict 

resolution. The members were eager to learn because they encounter conflict daily by virtue of 

residing in a densely populated slum. The field officer encouraged the members and the 

ambassadors to reach out to various communities in Soweto because the area of conflict 

resolution was a struggle to this community especially family wise and politically. There is a 
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group of youths known as Gaza who robe and rape women in the early hours of the morning and 

when darkness falls. The peace ambassadors were urged not to tire reaching out to these youths 

and to attend community forums in order to understand where the community stands in as far as 

peace is concerned.  

 

 

On 25
th

 June 2016: Kianda and Mashimoni groups visit. 

 

 On this bright Saturday morning, Rose (Intern) visited Kianda and Mashimoni groups in Kibera 

slum. Field officer Janet led the group members in defining some of the core values of peace 

keeping in the area, why peace is a desirable value, what are the dire consequences of not having 

peace within Kibera slum. Kibera being the largest slum in Kenya, has faced negative ethnicity 

conflicts, therefore Janet encouraged the members not to participate in  tribal politics but try hard 

to help the community to calm down and show that all of us are Kenyans.  She illustrated that 

when conflict takes place especially political which leads to closure of business premises, 

transport system paralyzed , then the loss is to community members and not the politicians. 

 

 Therefore members were advised to be good ambassadors to make sure that conflicts are not left 

unresolved. Pauline (field officer of Kianda) categorically urged her members to try hard to 

make their community admirable by being busy as women of solution, women who can 

influence from family level, church and even at the market place. She explained that people 

engage in crime because of idleness and as a result it is good for them to build themselves and 

fend for their family needs. 

 

 

      
Beautiful handi-crafts made by the Mashimoni group (left) and Table/ chair mats made by 

Kianda group (right). 

 

On 28
th

 June: Field officers monthly meeting  

 

On this day, PHARP staff and field officers were delighted to receive Jan Scott from Community 

for Reconciliation-UK.  CFR has been standing with PHARP since the year 1998. She is on a 
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two week partner visit in Kenya and one week in PHARP-Rwanda to better understand how the 

peace ministry works and how it reaches many in the communities. This is her second time to 

visit Kenya. The first time she visited was in 1983 when she visited Kapsowar in Eldoret as she 

worked as a physiotherapist.  

 

Having watched a short video on peace building and literacy work supported by Feed the Minds 

(FTM) within 10 communities. This gave her a quick overview of the work, since she wouldn’t 

have all the time to visit all 10 communities.  She encouraged the participants with the biblical 

passage found in John 4:1-26. Only God gives us living water regardless of our circumstances. 

One of the prayers of intercession that Jan helped us to meditate on was; ‘Lord God, Jesus 

Christ, when you were thirsty, you asked for water. When we are thirsty, Lord give us the water 

of life’.    

 

You too our reader, be encouraged by these prayers. 

 

 

 
Jan keenly listening to field officers experiences of working in community 

 

  

Thanks giving and prayer requests 

 

1. Thank God for His mercy and faithfulness during the month of June. He has bestowed 

strength and health to the PHARP staff members. 

2. We thank God for friends and partners of PHARP for continued support in prayers. 

3. Pray for the family members in Istanbul who lost family and friends through the airport 

bombings. 

4. Pray for peace in our nation Kenya and its neighbors. 

5. Pray for field officers as they continue to recruit new peace ambassadors in the various 

communities. 

6. Pray for high schools in Kenya that are going on rampage and burning their schools in 

protest. 

7. Pray for PHARP as they embark on July activities: Discipleship and peace building 

training in Taita- Taveta County. 

 


