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FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER 2016 

  

‘THE HEART OF A DISCIPLE MAKER’ 

This past month, PHARP has majorly focused on the need of follow-up. What is the importance of 

‘follow-up’? Imagine bringing a new born baby home from the hospital. Suppose the mother sets the baby 

in its bed and says ‘okay baby, milk is in the fridge, the bathroom is over there, and here is a radio if you 
want to listen to some lullaby songs’. This is absurd. So why then would PHARP or any other peace or 

disciple making organization do the same to a brand new Christian who in this case is referred to as a 

‘baby’? It has therefore been our responsibility to help cultivate the faith of the new born disciples within 
our communities through follow-up. 

Follow-up is making sure that the new person being reached out to with the message of peace and the 

gospel understands their new relationship and role within the community. As a disciple maker, it is 
important to help them establish a habit of meeting with Christ daily and to help them live a new life of 

peace and faith. 

In the month of February and early March, PHARP was greatly involved in the business of follow-up and 

building capacity. 

On 5
th

 February, PHARP staff had a follow up meeting with the Director of Visions of Hope for Africa. 

PHARP is keenly involved in fostering Godly peace within hurting communities, so is Vision of Hope for 

Africa who are dedicated to transform lives and create economic empowerment through education with a 

world Christian view. This follow-up meeting was a great opportunity for both organizations to work 
together in increasing effectiveness in carrying out community development through biblical education to 

ensure communities are economically empowered, spiritually grounded and envisioned. 

On 12
th

 February, PHARP staff held a meeting with the Field Officer at the PHARP offices. This 

meeting was to plan for the second phase of the peace building and literacy project. In the first phase, in 
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partnership with FTM, trainings were held to educate group members on the need for peace building and 

literacy. Out of the groups formed in 10 different communities, the members not only embraced the 
teachings given, but they also came together to engage in some activities that would boost them 

economically. 

 
Filed Officers engaging on way forward for 2

nd
 phase 

Various products have been made by these groups and out of these two major peace forums were held in 

November 2015 and January 2016, whereby the beneficiaries and other invited guests were able to 

interact and exchange ideas. In this second phase, the major focus will be going forth to multiply peace 
ambassadors. Each beneficiary has been tasked together with the coordination of the field officer to reach 

out to 70 or more new peace ambassadors as a group. There shall be monthly visits up to June. Then an 

evaluation and follow-up shall be done on the impact the project has had on the community as a whole. 

On 17
th

 February, a follow-up visit was done to the Kona Baridi group in Kajiado North. This group is 

most impressive as the members are seriously applying what they learnt during the business and 
marketing skills offered to them during the first phase of training. In every meeting that the group holds 

each week, they first learn on peace building and literacy, followed by weekly contributions of 100/ each 

member then the members agree on who is getting a soft loan for self-development for the month. This is 

then recorded in a book that the Field officer purchased for the group. A great emphasis was put on book 
keeping and this has reduced the number of conflicts faced in the group. This group’s engagement in 

table-banking is an indicator that there is hope for these Maasai women who for a long time have been 

termed as backward due to the cultural orientation that does not regard women highly. 

  
First things first: learning, then table banking! 
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On 19
th

 February, PHARP communications officer represented the organization in a peace forum held at 

Hekima Institute of Peace Studies and International Relations (HIPSIR). The topic of the day was looking 
at political leadership as citizen accountability facilitated by Dr. Barrack Muluka (a political and social 

commentor). A publication on ‘Transitional justice in post conflict societies in Africa’ was launched.  

On 2
nd

 to 5
th

 March, a discipleship follow-up was held in Malindi. This region is about 600kms from 

Nairobi. This is a laid back community that purely engages in farming and fishing because they are near 

the shores of the Indian Ocean. 

Last year in 2015, PHARP trained 27 community and religious leaders and it was time to visit the 

community and do follow-up, regardless the constant communications via telephone. The follow-up took 

place in the midst of political heat. Campaigns were intense for the Member of Parliament (MP) elections 
which are to be held on 7

th
 March 2016. 

 
Pastors during devotion 

Sadly to note, the churches in this region were greatly involved in the campaigns. Due to the poverty 
levels, those involved were given money for every political seating. So the biggest question then is ‘what 

is the role of the church in politics’? Due to this involvement, one of the major challenges experienced is 

that some key church leaders were at the fore-front in the campaigns of their preferred candidates and this 

translated to the pastors influencing their church members on who to vote for.  

Nonetheless, a good report was given on the progress done in the area of discipleship. Out of the 27 

community and church leaders trained, 23 were present (though some would come late after the campaign 
meetings). The impact report given is that 103 disciples have been reached so far. This is a sign of 

spiritual growth as well numerical church growth. 

Some of the challenges these leaders faced during small group formation and follow-up was majorly the 

lack of appropriate time where all members can meet and share the word of God. This was contributed to 

the long distances that the members have to cover, because the mode of transport is motor bike, bicycle or 
walking. This region is in the rural areas. 
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Challenge in transportation 

However, the participants were most grateful because through the material ‘Finding your place in the 

world’ and other materials given to them, they have been able to solve conflicts and as well grow deeper 
in the word of God.  

 Pastor Kombe (from Mombasa) commented and said; ‘the 
discipleship program brings great joy when I see the disciples increasing. The manual has boosted the 

church members’ confidence to read study and engage with scripture’ 

Last but not least, the leaders present, were able to understand and learn how to better conduct a small 
group. They had learnt this last year, but a recap was most appreciated. PHARP in support of the tSOAR 

ministries are grateful to God for the multiplication taking place in this region. Only God can produce 

growth and He does this in many ways. Our mandate is to spend time with God’s people, teaching and 
encouraging them. The 27 trained pastors and the 103 new disciples (a total of 130 disciples) in Jilore-

Malindi will be used of God to make more disciples. 

THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER REQUESTS 

1. PHARP is grateful for God’s provision in the month of February. 

2. We thank God for the continued peace we are experiencing within the country. 

3. We thank God for the evident growth within communities: community members embracing peace 

4. Continue to pray for Malindi County as voting takes place for a new Member of Parliament. 

5. Pray for the activities of March; for strength of PHARP staff for wisdom and favor as we carry out the 

activities. 


